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MacKaye Trail group cleaning up after Zeta

Bewron Mkt Kart TRu ASsocienon

Benton MacKaye Trall Assoclation member Frank Forehand gets an up-close look al oné of many downed Irees along
an 80-mile saction al the hiking trail thal extends through north Georgia to the Tennessee border.
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Some areas can take longer to clear de-
pending not only on the size of downed
trees, but also the type of equipment that

BMTA members can ase Lo remomee them,

In demigmatod wildernoss arcax, like the
Cahuotias, only nonmechanical saws can be
uscd for that purpose.

*Up narth of Blee Ridge mito the Ten-
eetsee border i wilderness area. The Wil-
derness Act of 1984 says no mechanized
oqupment s allowed in there and that
includes chain saws, That's why we have
chain sows for nonwilderness arcas and
crosscu! saws for wilderness arcax, We're
certified from the Forest Service for first
aid, as well as crosscut and chain saw cers
tified for safety purposes,” said Cowdrick.

After the troes are cul, BMTA workers,
Fartunately, do nod have Lo drag or load the
chopoed wood. Instead, it's left Lo nature
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Members of the Benton
Machaye Trail Association
(BMTA) have surveyed “in-
crisdible” damage along the
recreational hiking trail fol-
lowing Tropical Storm feta'’s
tear through the north Geor-
gia  mountains, confirmed
members of the wvolunteer
trail maintenance group.

“As soon as the Forest
Service gave the go-ahead,
BMTA teams sprang into ac-
tion to inspect the damage.
Well over 100 trees are re-
ported down between Three
Forks and Weaver Creck,
(while) crews have reported
tangled piles of Bowdowns
further north on the trail”
said association vice presi-
dent Joy Forehand,

The Georgia leg of the as-
sociation is responsible for
maintaining an almost S0-
mile section of the trail that
extends north of Blue Ridge

b0 Tennesses, noted Bob
Cowdrick, the BMTAR new
Leorgia maintenance direc-
Lor,

“There are 11 sections in
Georgia. We start at Spring-
er Moontain, which is the
southern end, and go up to
the Tennessee border” he
added.

About 40 volunteers have
taken turns surveying and
clearing trees from that part
of the trail for more than a
week, Cowdrick noted.

“We call them blowdowns
boecause the wind blows
the trees down across the
trail. So far, we've cut and
removed about 156 troes,
which range from real small
pnes, which we can throw afl
and don't count, to ones we
have to get the chain saw or
the crosscut saw out for,” he
added. *Some of them have
taken two people about an
hour to clear out of there.”
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“We cut it u.pl.:-i nmf:tnﬁh ac-
consabulily purposes, [hen it becormes hal-
itat. Wi throw the branches and Limbs off
o the side, and it beoomes habitat for the
sqrreis, birds, bugs and other critters,”
Cowdrick said.

Forchand said Fall Branch Falls — a
popular trail stop where a warn, half-mle
section near o scenbe waberfall was rerout-
od and restored with a 2018 BMTA main-
benance propect — was spared from storm
damage However, damage that extends
from the BMT s intersection with the Stan-
bey Gap Trail to the Weaver Croek Trail-
head was severe, she added.

*Cleaning the trail to the FPwinging
biridpe wak a prsorty, (uar orews pemiovied
38 troes in two days and the bridge is clear
for hukers,” noted trail association member
Fhil Gkl

“Tweaty trees have bewn removed in the
viciaity of Dyer Gap / Doubde Hogpon Gap,
but there'’s a ot more work 1o do. Thirty
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Above, Benton MacKaye Trail Association member Clare Sullivan uses a handsaw 1o cut
tree limbs that were obstructing parl of the trall. Al right, Ed Sullivan, front, and Phil

Guhl, behind tree, use a chain saw to remowe one of several large Irees blown down
across the trail by high winds during Tropical Storm Zeta.
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trees m-d#tnh-trml-h“'m'trfn-rk
Traulbead and the old bomestead site. The
ting arcursd some of them danperous,” e
wekded.

Currently, no Geonpa sections of the
trail are closed, Cowdrick snid

“Initially (some sections woro Closed)
because the Forest Service wasa't quite
sure in terms of the sccess roads to the
trail. There aren® any sections thal are
clomed pow, per s, bt yous do have to walk
arourd of over of under in some of these
wpectiond. That dois make il tougher for
hikers to walk through them,” he addid

*Dar crews ane cleanng the troos and
repairing the tread ar quickly as possi-
ble. In the meantime, hikers nosd to be
imutious as they navigate arcund the nig-
mereus sbeslaches (hey 1l enoounter on the
tral.” Forvhand sdvised.

The work is cxpected o continue this
witk into pext, Cowdrick nobed.
"We've surveyed almost overy sochon
We'll have a workday next Saturday wheno
wi el e eivlire onganiratcon topethor Lo
try and finish the job.” he added.

With leaves (alling and cooler air filter
ing in, fall tends to be a busy season for &
variely of Uraalpocrs. This year i no exorp-
bon, Cowdnck oonfirmed

“The plorm did influenes Pocrealional
arcas and opportuniitis, which prople are
big on right now. It's a beautifol time of
year, so they want to get out and do things
like hiking and biking. We not only have
rers. This weekend is the Georgia Death
Kace, which is 2 Témile trail race form
Vogel State Park almost to the swinging
bridge arca. The big push was to open this
{part of the) trail for runners of this race,”
b maid,

You alss have many famibies who uee
the trail and, bocause it is hunling seasan,
we se¢ A lol of hunters on the tranl soooss-
ing their favorite hunting spots. [t's pubhc
land that evervbady can ase, and we Ury to
make it passable for everybod ™

For more details on the Benton MacK.
aye Trail Association, as well as its work-
days and scheduled activities, sce BMTA
org of conlact Joy Forchand at 386-334-




