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Members of the Benton MacKaye Trail associa-

tion, Chuck Logan (fronll, George OWwen (oenler
and Jeck Came. do cleanvpwork Dyt weekend

Volunteers Hack Trail
Almost a Decade Long

‘“Tenacious Group' Fashioned Path
Through 78.5 Miles of Wilderness

By John Harmon
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bul we mever sopped,” sabd the Atlanls ministér,

who helped organize whal would evobee inlo one

of the largest volusleer conservation projects in
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Dedicated Volunteers Fashion 78.5-Mile Trail Through Wilderness
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récE some of Norlh Georgia's lesser-known
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Appalachian Trail (AT), which also starts
Springer Mountain, the Benton MacKaye Trail
affords more solitude and views of two white-wa-
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3 m ng my dues by working on
this trail,” said the association's president, Darcy
Camp, an Atlanta special education teacher, as
he and other volunteers cleared a portion of the
trail recently. “It's like I'm pulling somethi
mlr for all the times I've enjoyed camping
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Founded by Mr. Owen and eight other hiking
enthusiasis in 1880, the association worked on
the trail al least one Saturday each month — with
the exceplion of one particularly smowy January
a few years ago.

When nol working, association members re-
eruited friends and fellow outdoorsmen The
w nambers 145, the majority from metro

The Foreslt Service provided tools and fi-
nanced the construction of iwo creek bridges in
1887, but almost all ihe labor and materisls has
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the remote Unicoi Mountains along the Tenmnes-
see and North Carolina border and l'I.'l_IIll.l;llhl'
ing Na-
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vily traveled

goulhern portion of the AT.
Nunning for some 2,100 miles from
Mouniain in

pleted in 1937
ous backpacking trail

ia to Maine, the AT was com-
i Morth America’s most @

A pioneer 20k century planner from Massa-
chusetls, Benton MacKaye (the last syllable
rhymes with pie, as in the proper Celtic pronun-
clation) originated the AT in 1921 as part of a re-
gional planning program o preserve wilderness
in the eastern United States. The route traced by
the Benton MacKaye Trail follows part of his

Later, regional sulborilies in Atlanta said
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