Potential of
area trail
discussed

A group met lasl Tuesday,
Augusi 23, 1983 in the
ganctuary of the Uniled
Methodist Church in Blue
Hidge o hear Edwin Dale of
Allanis discusa the Bemfon
Mackaye Trail and ils
polential in Fannin County.

| Dale, s member of e stall
of Emory University and a

- parilime resideni of Fannin

| County, is currestly president
ol the Benlon Trail
Association. He described
Fannin County as Georgla's
best kept secrel and noled
Fannin's greatest assels are
itz people and recreation
“Lake Blue Ridge is the b of
the recreation potential ™ he
sald. "L is the drawing card
for Fannin asnd Neorih
Georgin, ™ he added.

Dale described the Benton
Mackaye Trail (BEMT) ao an
Hﬂl:hlfgllﬁt for hiking, hack-
bird watching, plmt.um-lphg
wild flower viewing, rock
hounding, walking, or jusi
sillin® and walchin® the world
Ee by,

Dale said the BMT is forty -
three miles in length bal is
acceasible by road &l several
points. This allows ihe
epperiunily for day hikes and
camping expedilions,

The BMT, like the
Appalachian Trall (AT), has
ils origin on Springer

Mowntain, The proposed ex-
tenslon of the BMT will serve
both to relieve traffic on the
AT aa well as being an Lo
portant recreational resoarce
in itasll.

protect the propescd Benlon
Mackaye National Fecreation

= inform |8 members and
the generml public of op-
pertunitiea lfor outdoor
recrantion and pablic sarvice;
=  gondecl workshops,
semibinars, and workirips (o

ll'ltﬂ':t'rtrll pnthlm
tion ethic.

Anyone wishing (o become &
member of he associalion or
learn more aboul iz goals,
wrile lo Posl Office Bex 53371,
Allants, Georgie 30305 or
wrile Edwin Dale, Past Office
box 734, Aska HRoad, Blue
Ridge, Georgla 30513 or
contacl the Copper Bisin -
Fannin Chamber of
Commerce in Blue Ridge at
BI2-5680,

Rk

Edwin Dale (at left) president of the
Benton - Mackaye Trail Associalion was
the guest speaker at the United
Methodist Church in Blue Ridge last
Tuesday evening. His lecture related to
Fannin County's recreation potential and
specifically the construction of the new

national hiking trail. Kay Kendall
(center), of the Chamber of
Commerce Tourism Committee and H.V.
Ha:dim also a member of the Chambser

Emmnrw Tourlsm Comunittee are
shown with Dale,



